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“WHAT DO WE DESPERATELY NEED IN THE CHURCH TODAY?” 
The Gospel Simplified:  Jesus In, Satan Out 

SCRIPTURE:   JOHN 20:21,22 

21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 

Did Jesus provide what we needed before his departure?   

1. John 14:16-18,26:  “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 18 I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you.” 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I 
have said unto you.” 
 

2. John 16:7-8,13-14: “ Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when he is 
come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 13 Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever 
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” 

How are we to receive the gift of the Spirit? 

3. John 14:13-14: “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” 
 

4. Luke 11:9-13: “And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you. 10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to 
him that knocketh it shall be opened. 11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give 
him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he 
offer him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 

How does Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, Seek an entrance to every heart? 

5. Rev. 3:20: “ Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

 
“Christ declared that the divine influence of the Spirit was to be with His followers unto the end. But the 
promise is not appreciated as it should be; and therefore its fulfillment is not seen as it might be. The 
promise of the Spirit is a matter little thought of; and the result is only what might be expected—spiritual 
drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and death. Minor matters occupy the attention, … It is 
the absence of the Spirit that makes the gospel ministry so powerless.” 8T 21.  
 
 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+11&version=KJV


GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 
 
Through the Holy Spirit, gifts are given to the church.  

 
6. 1 Cor. 12:1: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant.” 

 

7. Eph. 4:7-8: “But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” 

Who went to heaven when he ascended on high? 

8. Matt 27:50,51,54,52,53:  “Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. 51 And, 
behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and 
the rocks rent; 54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him, watching Jesus, saw the 
earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son of God. 
52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose,53 And came out of the 
graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.” 

“Those who came forth after the resurrection of Jesus appeared to many, telling them that the sacrifice 
for man was completed, that Jesus, whom the Jews crucified, had risen from the dead; and in proof of 
their words they declared, “We be risen with Him.” They bore testimony that it was by His mighty power 
that they had been called forth from their graves.” EW 184. 

What happened when they got to heaven?  

9. Rev. 4:1-2, 4,10-11: “After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice 
which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew 
thee things which must be hereafter. 2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set 
in heaven, and one sat on the throne. 4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon 
the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads 
crowns of gold. 10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship 
him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 Thou art worthy, O 
Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they 
are and were created.”   
 

10. Rev. 5:8-14:  “And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down 
before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers 
of saints. 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals 
thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the 
earth. 11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and 
the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 
12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever.14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped 
him that liveth for ever and ever.” 

 
What was happening on earth? 

“Before He left His disciples, Christ “breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” 
John 20:22.… But not until after the ascension was the gift received in its fullness. Not until through faith 
and prayer the disciples had surrendered themselves fully for His working was the outpouring of the Spirit 
received. Then in a special sense the goods of heaven were committed to the followers of Christ. “When 



He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.” Ephesians 4:8. “Unto every 
one of us is given grace, according to the measure of the gift of Christ,” the Spirit “dividing to every man 
severally as He will.” Ephesians 4:7; 1 Corinthians 12:11. The gifts are already ours in Christ, but their 
actual possession depends upon our reception of the Spirit of God.” COL 327. 

GIFTS FROM THE GODHEAD 

11. James 1:17-18: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 18 Of his own will begat he us 
with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 

12. 1 Cor. 12:1,4-12,14-22: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant. 4 Now 
there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are differences of administrations, but the 
same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all. 7 But 
the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 8 For to one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 9 To another faith by the same 
Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; 10 To another the working of miracles; to another 
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation 
of tongues: 11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as 
he will. 12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body: so also is Christ. 14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot shall 
say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 16 And if the ear 
shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole 
body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 18 But 
now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him. 19 And if they were 
all one member, where were the body? 20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 21 And the 
eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of 
you. 22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary:” 
 

13. Eph. 4:11-15:  “And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into 
him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

 
14. 2 Pet. 3:18: “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be 

glory both now and for ever. Amen.”  
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