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THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 
The Gospel Simplified:  Jesus In, Satan Out 

SCRIPTURE:  LUKE 9:57-62  
“57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest.  58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but 
the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.  59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer 
me first to go and bury my father.  60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach 
the kingdom of God.  61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which 
are at home at my house.  62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
The Rich Young Ruler 

1. Mark 10:17,19-22:  “17 And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled 
to him, and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? 19 Thou knowest the 
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud 
not, Honour thy father and mother. 20 And he answered and said unto him, Master, all these have I 
observed from my youth. 21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou 
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me. 22 And he was sad at that saying, and went away 
grieved: for he had great possessions.” 

“Judged by a human standard, he had preserved an unblemished character. To a great degree his 
outward life had been free from guilt; he verily thought that his obedience had been without a flaw. Yet 
he had a secret fear that all was not right between his soul and God. This prompted the question, “What 
lack I yet?” COL 391.   
 

2. Mark 10:21: “Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy 
way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come, take up the cross, and follow me.” 
 
“The lover of self is a transgressor of the law. This Jesus desired to reveal to the young man, and He 
gave him a test that would make manifest the selfishness of his heart. He showed him the plague spot in 
his character. The young man desired no further enlightenment. He had cherished an idol in the soul; the 
world was his god…. In his love of self and worldly gain he was out of harmony with the principles of 
heaven.” COL 392.  
 

3. Matt. 19:21: “Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me.” 
 
“Christ does not lessen the claims of the law. In unmistakable language He presents obedience to it as 
the condition of eternal life—the same condition that was required of Adam before his fall. The Lord 
expects no less of the soul now than He expected of man in Paradise, perfect obedience, unblemished 
righteousness. The requirement under the covenant of grace is just as broad as the requirement made 
in Eden—harmony with God’s law, which is holy, just, and good.” COL 391. 
 
The conditions of discipleship have always been the same since God created Adam and Eve, when he 
called his disciples, and since he called you and I.   
 
“But first he must accept the conditions of discipleship. He must give himself unreservedly to God.”                 
COL 393. 



4. Luke 5:5,6,9-11,27-28: “5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and 
have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. 6 And when they had this done, they 
inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. 9 For he was astonished, and all that were with 
him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: 10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou 
shalt catch men. 11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him. 
27 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: 
and he said unto him, Follow me. 28 And he left all, rose up, and followed him.” 

The test of discipleship is all or nothing.   
 

5. Luke 9:23: “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me.” 
 

6. Luke 9:57-62: “57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I 
will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 59 And he said unto another, Follow 
me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury 
their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. 61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; 
but let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  
 

What did the Father give up to redeem us? 
 

7. John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”   

 
Did it cost Jesus anything to redeem us? 
 

8. 2 Cor 8:9: “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.” 
 

9. 2 Cor 5:21: “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” 

 
10. Isa. 53:3-6,10: “3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and 

we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he hath borne 
our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But 
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 10 Yet it pleased the LORD to 
bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his 
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.” 
 

11. Phil. 2:6-8:  “6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. 

 
Peter wanted to know after leaving all and following Jesus, what was in it for himself. 

12. Mark 10:28-30: “28 Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee. 29 And 
Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, 30 But he shall 
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.” 



God is Faithful 

13. John 15:7-10,14-17: “7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As 
the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.  14 Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father 
I have made known unto you. 16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that 
ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the 
Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I command you, that ye love one another. 
 

14. Col. 3:23,24: “23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that 
of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.” 
 

15. Rev. 22:12-14,20: “12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed 
are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city. 20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.” 
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