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YE ARE MY WITNESSES
The Gospel Simplified: Jesus In, Satan Out
SCRIPTURE: Acts 1:4,5
“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but
wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. ® For John truly baptized with water; but
ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.”

What were the disciples to do after they had been baptized with the Holy Ghost?

1. Mark 16:15-20: “** And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. *® He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
7 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak
with new tongues; *® They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. *° So then after the Lord had spoken unto them,
he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 2° And they went forth, and preached
every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.”

2. Matt. 28:18-20: “*® And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. °* Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: %° Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded
you: and, lo, | am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

3. Acts 1:8: “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.”

“Go to all nations, He bade them. Go to the farthest part of the habitable globe and be assured that My
presence will be with you even there. Labor in faith and confidence; for the time will never come when |
will forsake you. | will be with you always, helping you to perform your duty, guiding, comforting,
sanctifying, sustaining you, giving you success in speaking words that shall draw the attention of others
to heaven.” AA 29.

“During His ministry, Jesus had kept constantly before the disciples the fact that they were to be one with
Him in His work for the recovery of the world from the slavery of sin.” AA 32.

4. Acts 1:4,5,12,14: “* And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. °For
John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. > Then
returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's
journey. ** These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.”

What were the results of their praying and waiting?

5. Acts 2:1-4: “*And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. * And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon
each of them. * And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16&version=KJV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16&version=KJV

“On the day of Pentecost the Spirit was given.... As the apostles set forth the glory of the Only-Begotten
of the Father, three thousand souls were convicted. They were made to see themselves as they were,
sinful and polluted, and Christ as their friend and Redeemer. Christ was lifted up, Christ was glorified,
through the power of the Holy Spirit resting upon men.” COL 120.

6. Acts 2:36-39,41,42,47: “*® Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. ** Now when they heard this, they were
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall
we do? % Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. * For the promise is unto
you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our God shall call. ** Then
they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls. ** And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers. ' Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved.”

“One interest prevailed. One object swallowed up all others. All hearts beat in harmony. The only ambition
of the believers was to reveal the likeness of Christ’'s character, and to labor for the enlargement of His
kingdom.” COL 120 — 121.

Did Jesus fulfill his promise, and were they able to do miracles in his name?

7. Acts 3:1-11: “*“Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth
hour. 2 And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; ® Who seeing Peter
and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. * And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John,
said, Look on us. °® And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. ® Then Peter
said, Silver and gold have | none; but such as | have give | thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
rise up and walk. “And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and
ankle bones received strength. 8 And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the
temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. ° And all the people saw him walking and praising God:
10 And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were filled
with wonder and amazement at that which had happened unto him. ** And as the lame man which was
healed held Peter and John, all the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called Solomon's,
greatly wondering.”

The disciples wanted no credit for what Christ had done through them.

8. Acts 3:12-14,19,22,23: “*2 And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why
marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had
made this man to walk? ** The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath
glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was
determined to let him go. **But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be
granted unto you; *° Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. %> For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all
things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 2 And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear
that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.”



What happened to Peter and John as a result of their witnessing?

9. Acts 4:1-3,7-14,16-20: “*And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple,
and the Sadducees, came upon them, ? Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. ® And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next
day: for it was now eventide. * And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or
by what name, have ye done this? ® Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of
the people, and elders of Israel, ° If we this day be examined of the good deed done to the impotent man,
by what means he is made whole; *° Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth
this man stand here before you whole. ** This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which
is become the head of the corner. *? Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. **Now when they saw the boldness of
Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they
took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus. ** And beholding the man which was healed
standing with them, they could say nothing against it. *° Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that
indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we
cannot deny it. *" But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they
speak henceforth to no man in this name. *® And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at
all nor teach in the name of Jesus.* But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye. % For we cannot but speak
the things which we have seen and heard.”

What has God commissioned us to do?

10. Acts 1:4,5,8: “* And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. ° For John
truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
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