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THE WORK OF THE FLESH CAN’T BE TRUSTED

The Gospel Simplified: Jesus In, Satan Out
SCRIPTURE: ROMANS 8:5,6,8

"5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the
things of the Spirit. ® For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
850 then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.”

A person cannot be Spirit filled and choose to keep serving the flesh. The natural man receiveth not he
things of the Spirit, for thy are foolishness unto him.

1. 1 Cor. 2:14: “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”

2. Mark 7:20-23: “?° And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 2! For from within,
out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 2 Thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 2 All these evil things
come from within, and defile the man.”

3. Matt. 7:15-23: “I* Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are
ravening wolves. *° Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
"Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. *® A good
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. *° Every tree that bringeth
not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 2 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
1 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven. > Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name? and in thy hame have cast out devils? and in thy hame done many wonderful
works? 22 And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”

Solomon foolishness affected all the children of Israel.

4. 1Kings 11:29-33,38: “** And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the
prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they
two were alone in the field: ** And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it in twelve
pieces: %1 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel,
Behold, | will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee: **(But he
shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which | have chosen
out of all the tribes of Israel:) * Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the
goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of
Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes
and my judgments, as did David his father. *® And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that | command
thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my
commandments, as David my servant did; that | will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built
for David, and will give Israel unto thee.”

God gave the ten tribes to Jeroboam like he said he would. But because of Jeroboam’s unbelief in
God’s word, he led God’s people astray.

5. 1Kings 12:25-29: “25>Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went out
from thence, and built Penuel. ?® And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the



house of David: ?’If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then shall
the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill
me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 2 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves
of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. > And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.”

God sent a man of God to check Rehoboam.

6. 1Kings 13:1-10: “*And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto
Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense. 2 And he cried against the altar in the word of
the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of
David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon
thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee. *And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the
sign which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be
poured out. *And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which had
cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And
his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him. ®> The altar
also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had
given by the word of the LORD. °® And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Intreat now the
face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of God
besought the LORD, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it was before. ” And the
king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and | will give thee a reward.
8 And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, | will not go in with thee,
neither will | eat bread nor drink water in this place: ° For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD,
saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou camest. ° So he went
another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel.”

If you listen to anyone except God, you could lose your life.

7. 1Kings 13:10-26: “!° So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel. ** Now
there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of God
had done that day in Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told also to their
father. 2 And their father said unto them, What way went he? For his sons had seen what way the man
of God went, which came from Judah. ** And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled
him the ass: and he rode thereon, ** And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak:
and he said unto him, Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he said, | am. *®* Then he
said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread. *® And he said, | may not return with thee, nor go in
with thee: neither will | eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: '’ For it was said to me by the
word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that
thou camest. *® He said unto him, | am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the
word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink
water. But he lied unto him. *° So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water.
20 And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that
brought him back: * And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith
the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the
commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee, ?> But camest back, and hast eaten bread and
drunk water in the place, of the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy
carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers. 2> And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread,
and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought
back. * And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in
the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase. 25 And, behold, men passed by, and
saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came and told it in the
city where the old prophet dwelt. ?° And when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard
thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the LORD: therefore
the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of
the LORD, which he spake unto him.”



What warning does Jesus give us?

8.

Matt. 24:5,24: “>For many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many. 2 For
there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

2 Cor. 11:13-15: “®For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the
apostles of Christ. ** And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.**> Therefore it
iS no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall
be according to their works.”

Make the right choice.

10.2 Cor. 6:14-18: ““Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath

righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? *°And what
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? *° And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, | will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. ** Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will receive
you. ¥ And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
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